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sent to India in order to put her finances in order.    Sp much
for the civil side of the administration.
On the military side of the administration, the Army was
remodelled and the proportion of British troops to Indian
troops was increased. The function of the Indian Army
is clearly described by Lord Curzon in his book on " The
India Corps in France.'7 He said :
tc The Indian Army in fact has always possessed and
has been proud of possessing a triple function : the pre-
servation of internal peace in India itself; the defence of
the Indian frontiers ; and preparedness to embark at a
moment's notice for Imperial service in other parts of the
globe. In this third aspect, India has for long been one
of the most important units in the scheme of British
Imperial defence, providing the British Government with
a striking force always ready, of admirable efficiency and
assured valour/'
In order to achieve the goal of constructing Civil and
Military Administrations suitable to the special circumstances
of India, it was imperative that the structure of the Govern-
ment should be stable and strong. The final authority for
the governance of India was vested in the British Cabinet, of
which the Secretary of State for India was a member. He
had a Council to which ordinarily all matters of importance
were referred for an expression of opinion. The Secretary
of State for India was not, however, bound by their advice
(except in matters of finance).
The executive authority in India was the Governor-
GeneraMn-Council.
The Government of India was, thus, essentially a cen-
tralized bureaucracy. The Viceroy and Governor-General
of India wielded the power of a benevolent autocrat,
supported " by little more than a mere handful of Europeans
with the help of an immense staff of Indians holding for
the most part very subordinate positions/' *
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